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Key Stage 2 SATs
Pupils will be tested on their understanding in the following 

areas:
- Grammar, punctuation and spelling

- Reading
- Maths: arithmetic and reasoning

These tests do not simply test Year 6 
content: they are written to assess 

children's knowledge from the Year 3 
curriculum through to Year 6. 

In 2019, 52% of the content of the papers was from the 
Year 3 – 5 curriculum.



Scaled Scores
• What is meant by ‘scaled scores’? The following may explain!

• It is planned that 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the scale, either 
at, above or below 100.

• The scale will have a lower end point somewhere below 100 and an upper end point 
above 100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be judged to have 
demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed by the tests.

• This year, each child will receive:
o A raw score (number of raw marks awarded).
o A scaled score in each tested subject.
o Confirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard



Scaled Scores 2019 example



2022 SATs Timetable
•All tests are externally 
marked.

•Writing will be ‘Teacher 
assessed’ internally, as in 
recent years.



The Tests

• Key Stage 2 SATs take place nationally in the week commencing 14th May 2018.

• Statutory tests will be administered in the following subjects:
o Reading (60 minutes)
o Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)
o Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)
o Mathematics
- Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)
- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)
- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

• In addition, some schools will be required to take part in Science testing, consisting of 
three tests in Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Not all schools will take part in this 
sampling, which takes place on a later date.

• All tests are externally marked.

• Writing will be ‘Teacher Assessed’ internally, as in recent years.



Reading

• The Reading Test consists of a single test paper with three unrelated reading 
texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading the texts and 
answering the questions.

• A total of 50 marks is available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of 
a child’s reading.

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require short 
answers and some require an extended response or explanation.
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

• A Spelling test containing 20 words is administered , lasting 
approximately 15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation and Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer questions, 
including some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a total for 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar or SPAG as we call it!



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Mathematics

• Children sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

• Paper 1 is ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 
methods for all operations, including use of fractions, percentages 
and decimals.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting 
for 40 minutes.

• Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 
questions in context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



• Booster sessions will begin in class time from the beginning of 
January through to May. 

• Children will be grouped by need and the learning will be focused to 
fill the gaps in knowledge and teach test technique. 

• Regular 'mock' test weeks to ensure the children are as prepared as 
possible.

• Additional booster sessions / interventions: these will be discussed in 
1:1 meetings and will take place in the morning sessions, ensuring 
the children continue to experience their full curriculum.

• Revision books have been purchased for your child and have been 
given out.

BOOSTER SESSIONS



Useful Websites:

kPrimary SATs - Maths SATs - English SATs - KS1 SATs - KS2 SATs - BBC Bitesize - BBC 
Bitesize/year-6-min

Times Tables Rock Stars (ttrockstars.com)

HomePage - FREE help & support for Key Stage 2 Maths (myminimaths.co.uk)

Oak National Academy (thenational.academy)i-maths/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrybvk7
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://myminimaths.co.uk/
https://www.thenational.academy/?gclid=CjwKCAiA24SPBhB0EiwAjBgkhofNoD_r0uilo-EOTnWZtWlkmlUKcxHIhdaIYXYwmzSKbmTG32b7rxoCdjMQAvD_BwE


How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry 
about and they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks and/or encourage them to attend the 
Monday homework club. Every Monday, the children will be given revision pages, 
related to their revision books,  in maths, reading and/or SPAG. 

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise. 
Listen to your child read EVERY DAY.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep each night during SATs week!

• If you are unsure of anything, please ask! Mrs Edwards is here to help!


